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SUBJECT: VISIT BY SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE TO CAIRO AND 

DAMASCUS 

1. AT SUGGESTION OF SECRETARY, SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 
BUTZ IS PLANNING TO VISIT CAIRO AND DAMASCUS DURING PERIOD 
HIS PARTICIPATION IN WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE IN ROME IN 
FIRST HALF NOVEMBER. SECRETARY BUTZ' INTEREST IS IN MEET- 
ING WITH TOP EGYPTIAN AND SYRIAN AGRICULTURAL AND TRADE 
OFFICIALS BUT HE WOULD OF COURSE BE AVAILABLE ALSO FOR 
COURTESY CALLS ON SENIOR POLITICAL FIGURES IF DESIRED BY 
GOE AND SARG. 

2. FOR CAIRO: AMBASSADOR SHOULD INFORM GOE THAT 
SECRETARY BUTZ WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO VISIT CAIRO BETWEEN 
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SECRETARY BUTZ WOULD PLAN TO DISCUSS PL 480 WITH GOE AND 
CARRY THROUGH EXCHANGE OF NOTES ON PL 480 AGREEMENT WITH 
EGYPT. 

3. FOR DAMASCUS: AMBASSADOR SHOULD INFORM SARG THAT 
SECRETARY BUTZ WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO VISIT DAMASCUS 
NOVEMBER 12, DEPARTING FOR ROME MORNING OF NOVEMBER 13. 
AMBASSADOR SHOULD ALSO EXPLAIN THAT SECRETARY BUTZ WOULD 
BE COMING FROM CAIRO WHERE HE WOULD HAVE HAD DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH GOE OFFICIALS AND THAT PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT 

TO DAMASCUS WOULD BE TO DEMONSTRATE EQUALITY OF STATUS 
WITH WHICH WE VIEW GOE AND SARG. FYI AT THIS MOMENT WE 
DO NOT KNOW WHAT STATUS OF SYRIAN PL 480 AGREEMENT LIKELY 
TO BE AT TIME OF SECRETARY BUTZ' VISIT. WE WILL ADVISE 
YOU ON THIS LATER. END FYI. 

4. FOLLOWING IS SECRETARY BUTZ’ TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 

AFTERNOON NOVEMBER 9 - ARRIVE CAIRO FROM ROME 

NOVEMBER 10/1 1 - MEETINGS WITH EGYPTIAN 

AGRICULTURAL AND TRADE OFFICIALS AND CALLS ON SENIOR 
POLITICAL FIGURES IF DESIRED, AND SIGHTSEEING ES SPPROPRI 
ATE. 

EVENING NOVEMBER 1 1 - DEPART CAIRO FOR DAMASCUS 

NOVEMBER 1 2 ALL DAY IN DAMASCUS FOR 

MEETINGS WITH SYRIAN AGRICULTURAL AND TRADE OFFICIALS, 

CALLS ON SENIOR POLITICAL FIGURES IF DESIRED, AND SIGHT- 
SEEING AS APPROPRIATE. 

MORNING NOVEMBER 13 - DEPART DAMASCUS FOR ROME. 

5. ALL TRAVEL WOULD BE BY SPECIAL USG AIRCRAFT. SECRE- 
TARY BUTZ PARTY WOULD PROBABLY CONSIST OF ABOUT 10-15 
PERSONS. 

6. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST HOST GOVERNMENT REACTION. KISSINGER 
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